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Background 
GIFE is composed by institutes, foundations and corporations which are active within the Third 
Sector in Brazil, making private resources available for public purposes. Its mission is to 
improve and disseminate the concepts and practices of using private resources to develop the 
common welfare. 

 

Strategy 

With the commitment to elevate transparency and legitimacy standards in the social sector, in 
2012 GIFE published the principles of its initiative for Transparency and Accountability, 
initiated in 2011. Although the focus initially was its members, GIFE expects to go beyond its 
own network and be a reference to any social organization concerned about  good governance 
practices.  

From the basics to more advanced recommendations, GIFE sees accountability as a wide and 
essential step to strengthen civil society organizations. In this era where a climate of suspicion 
prevails, transparency could be the greatest differential of serious organizations, as credibility 
is its most valuable asset. 

GIFE therefore recommends that institutes, foundations and associations, from its network or 
not, publish reports on their websites, from the previous year by June 30th of each year 
including the following items: 

Basic 
 Mission and Strategic Objectives 
 Board Composition – naming each member 
 Directory and Executive Team Composition – naming each member 
 General Assembly Composition (for Institutes only) – naming each  participant 
 Activities Report (from the previous year) 
 Accounting and Financial Reports (from previous year) 
 Perform External Independent Auditing (from previous year) 

Advanced 
 Criteria used to define beneficiaries or target-audience 
 Action Plan for the current year 
 Impact Indicators and/or Achieved Outcomes (previous year) 
 Strategic Objectives and Goals for the Indicators (current year) 

According to GIFE’s Advocacy manager, Anna Cynthia Oliveira, going beyond legal 
requirements, as in this case, is a healthy self-regulation exercise. “We believe that, at first, it 
is possible for our members to publicly disclose more basic information. As accountability 
evolves, GIFE will increase its requirements and the complexity of what should be published”, 
she affirms. 

Organizations that act for public causes should not have a reason to remain in the background. 
The collective effort for more transparency will increase the already positive perception that 
the public has of this sector, which is key in any free, plural, fair and democratic society.  


